Draft Minutes – subject to acceptance at the next meeting

PRIDDY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON
4th APRIL 2012
VENUE AND TIME OF THE MEETING: PRIDDY VILLAGE HALL @ 7.30pm
Present: Cllrs Alan Hutfield (Chair), Rachel
Thompson, Kate Greet, Sharon Sparkes, Liz Turley,
Richard White; also in attendance Harvey Siggs and
Alan Butcher (Clerk)
1

Apologies for absence: None

2

Public Forum: The Chairman adjourned the meeting
for a maximum of 15 minutes to allow public
participation. Three members of the public were
present.
The question of the proposed refurbishment of the
fingerpost sign at Nine Barrows Lane was raised and,
in particular, the proposed works to the sign,
considered to be a village feature, which was shown
on photographs with its current “lean” from 40 years
ago. It was suggested that there were too many AONB
signs in existence or being proposed and an offer was
made to refurbish the sign separately to the current
proposals.
The question of “concessions” on the village green was
raised and it was suggested that the Parish Council
as controller of the village greens should not ask for
donations from concessions, such as the fish and
chip van and should be aware that adjoining
businesses paid large sums in business rates.

3

4

5

Co-option of new councillor to fill casual vacancy
following resignation of Rick Tobiassen: It was
proposed Sharon and seconded Liz that Ms Chris
Dyke be co-opted; all were in favour.
Declarations of Interest:
Rachel declared a personal interest in items 12a and
12b on the agenda.
Resolutions relating to the conduct of the Meeting. None
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6

Acceptance of the Minutes of previous meetings:
Minutes of the meeting held on 7th March 2012 were
accepted with the additional of the word “alleged` in
item 2 Public Forum and signed as a true record.
Minutes of the meeting held on 14th March 2012 were
accepted and signed as a true record.

7

Matters Arising from the Minutes of the previous
meetings:
a; Fly tipping: Some additional tipping was reported
at the top of Rookham Hill; Barry Payne offered to
collect the material.
b: Emergency Planning: Richard had completed the
contact process and it was agreed to prepare and
circulate a draft plan for discussion at the June
meeting.
RW/AH
c: Consent to use village greens/events calendar:
The clerk had this in hand.
d: Village Gateways – Public Consultation: Alan H
presented mock up of three options; new dry stone
walls only either side of existing stones; new walls
with an AONB style sign to the left hand side; new
walls with an AONB style sign to both sides. A fourth
option of an AONB style sign “Priddy” to the left hand
side was discussed as was the re-carving of the
existing stones to show a clearer “Priddy” vertically
down the stone. Alan H to prepare a mock up of this
option. It was agreed that the options should be
displayed at the Parish Meeting on 2nd May and a
comment sheet provided for parishioners to fill in. The
matter would then be discussed at the June meeting. AH/KG
e: Fingerpost Signs Refurbishment: It was noted
that the proposed refurbishment had been sanctioned
by the AONB and would proceed shortly. Kate asked if
the Parish Council could ask for the works to the Nine
Barrows sign to be omitted and the work done by the
Parish Council and volunteers. Rachel was not in
favour of this option and proposed that the sign be
refurbished by the AONB/SCC as proposed. This was
seconded by Liz. The motion was lost 2 in favour,
three against. It was agreed that the clerk should
write to Sarah Jackson asking if the Nine Barrows
Lane sign could be omitted from the proposed scheme
and refurbished by the Parish Council.
Clerk
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d: Peacocks: Rachel had spoken to the alleged owner
of the birds who felt she no longer had any
responsibility for them. It was understood that the
birds were nesting at another property and it was
agreed that they should be enclosed or removed.
8

Police Report: No report

9

Council Reports:
a: Somerset County Council: Harvey Siggs (in
attendance) advised that the council had set a budget
but were still burdened by a large debt which had to
be serviced. Additionally, demands because people
were living longer and an increase in children in care
were putting strain on the budget. He advised that it
had not been as bad a winter as forecast and that
there was salt in hand for next year. There was also
some money available for road repairs and safety
improvements including the Hunters Lodge
crossroads. Suggestions for additional improvements
would be welcomed.

10

11

Parish Council Matters:
a; Queens Diamond Jubilee: money had been
granted from the Folk Festival for children’s
entertainment and there would be photographs and a
children’s art session.
b: Youth Provision: There had been a helpful
meeting with Jeff Brown from SCC and it was agreed
to circulate young people in the parish and seek
ideas. It was noted that volunteers will still be needed
to progress any proposals.
Clerk
c: Neighbourhood Planning: This to be discussed at
the next Finance Committee meeting.
Agenda
Committee Business:
a: PARC Committee – Recommendations to the
Parish Council:
i) Bench and Diamond Jubilee Tree outside New
Inn: No monies were available and it was
proposed that a Diamond Jubilee fund be set
up to fund the proposals. It was agreed four
in favour, subject to independent funding,
the proposal should proceed.
PARC
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It was unanimously agreed that a memorial
plaque to Nobby Clark should be placed near
the affordable housing; suggestions for
suitable wording and approximate cost to be
established.
ii) Approval of prioritised PARC Project List: this
was held over.
iii) Proposal to level and seed area of “Sheepwash”:
An email from Albert Thompson was read
out asking to carry out a geophysical survey
over the area; this was agreed. Subject to
this survey and confirmation with the
planners that the walls can be removed, it
was agreed to proceed with the levelling and
re-seeding of the area.
iv) Proposal to reinstate areas of Causeway
footpath and arrange for Martin Edwards to
spray weeds and nettles with weedkiller: A
quotation for materials to be obtained.
v) Proposal to make good areas of damage to the
Top Green at a cost of £100: This was
agreed, it was noted that there would be an
additional cost for grass seed.
b: Sheep Fair Revenues Advisory Committee:
i) Terms of Reference: deferred.
c: Finance Committee – Matters from meeting
held on 14th March 2012:
i) Adoption of updated Financial Regulations: The
amended regulations were adopted.
ii) Review and updating of Risk assessment: in
hand
iii) Review and updating of Asset Register: adopted
as circulated with thanks to John Turley for
his work.
iv) Review of Parish Council Insurance: Clerk to
advise insurers of revised asset values.
12

PARC

Clerk

PARC

RW/AH

Planning:
Applications will be available for inspection for fifteen
minutes before the meeting commences.
a: Application 2012/0567: Change of use from
seasonal to all year use for touring and camping (to
include motor homes, touring caravans and tents, 90
pitches in total), stationing of two self catering
caravans for holiday let throughout the year and 10
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storage units – Mendip Heights Camping and Caravan
Park, Townsend, Priddy, Wells BA5 3BP – Mrs K
Sefton: Comments about vehicles passing through the
village were made although the campsites website
directions were via the main road and not through the
village. The application was approved 4 in favour with
2 abstentions.

13

b: The Planning Inspectorate re: Upgrading to
bridleway public footpath WS8/24 from Deerleap
southwest to the Parish Boundary – Notice of local
inquiry 26th September 2012: The date for the inquiry
was noted.
Financial:
a: Clerks salary and expenses for March: £173.05;
approved and cheque raised.
b: Account for youth club monies: The account had
now been opened.
c: Invoice from Mendip DC for Parish Poll: A
cheque was raised for £615.80 as per MDC invoice.
d: Invoice from SALC for Accounts Workshop: A
cheque for £20 was raised as per SALC invoice
e: Annual Return and Accounts for 2011/12: The
clerk had circulated a timetable for the accounts and
approval of the annual return and it was agreed to
hold an extraordinary meeting on 23rd May 2012.
f: Invoice from Martin Edwards for Works to
Sheepwash: This was agreed and a cheque for £660
raised. An invoice for this amount had been sent to
the AONB for payment from the SDF.

14

Correspondence: all email correspondence received
has been circulated to councillors, any further
correspondence will be available at the meeting

15

Matters of Report: None

16

Date and Time of Next Meeting:
The next scheduled meeting is the Annual Parish
Council meeting on 2nd May 2012.

ALL

The meeting closed at 9.20pm
25th April 2012
Alan Butcher
Parish Clerk
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