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Annual Parish Meeting
Wednesday 15th May 2018
Priddy Village Hall
7:00pm

Agenda
1.

Apologies for Absence

2.

Acceptance of the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held
on 2nd May, 2018 as a true record

3.

Matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting not
otherwise included on the Agenda

4.

Reports from the Parish Council,
Parish and Village Organisations

5.

Items for Discussion
a) Somerset Wood or Local WWI Tree Planting
b) Malicious Communications

5.

Any Other Business
(notified to the Parish Clerk before the start of the meeting)

6.

Refreshments

William Newton Newey
Parish Clerk

Agenda, 2018 Minutes and Reports from Organisations
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Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting
held at the Village Hall
on Wednesday 2nd May, 2018 at 7:00pm

Present:
In attendance:

Cllr Kate Greet (Chairman of Priddy Parish Council) and 16
parishioners
William Newton Newey (Clerk)

1.

Apologies for absence
Cllr Tom Killen (Mendip District Council), Mrs Sylvia Hobbs

2.

Acceptance of the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 27 th
April, 2017 as a true record.
The minutes were signed.

3.

Matters Arising from the Minutes of the previous meeting not
otherwise included on the agenda
There were no matters arising. The Chairman assured the meeting that
the minutes of the 2017 Annual Parish Meeting had been considered by
the Parish Council and topics discussed.

4a.

Parish Council
The Chairman of the Parish Council, Cllr Kate Greet, made a verbal report
on behalf of the Parish Council:
The Chairman thanked the Councillors and Clerk for their work. She then
stated that the Annual Parish Meeting provided the opportunity feedback
to the Council and to give opinions on some key issues. Emails and
letters to the Clerk were also encouraged.
The Chairman gave a summary of the Council’s last year and future
activities.
Commenting on planning applications was a significant activity and local
training had been provided so that councillors were more able to influence
sensible outcomes, even when not in accord with the Local Plan.
The Council had commissioned a Housing Needs Survey which had
established a need for more, smaller homes and the main priority was to
find land.
Possible traffic calming measures in Pelting Road had been discussed
with the Highways Authority and the Council had offered to pay the cost to
paint lateral white lines to reduce speed.
The traditional cast iron fingerpost at Nordrach had been repaired and it
was anticipated that the finger post at Bristol Plain and others would be
refurbished.
The edge of the Village Green at Manor Farm yard would be kerbed.
The old defibrillator in the phone box had been replaced and was regularly
checked by volunteers. Thje code for the defibrillator cabinet was CX1234.
The old Lower Green noticeboard had been moved to Nordrach and the
Fountain noitceboard wouldl be replaced.
The area behind Pincross was in the process of being registered as an
ancient right of way in order to protect it.
Another Rural Fun Day would be held in September and might again
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include an an Implement Sale.
General Data Protection Data Protection Regulations would mean that
parishioners will need to give the Clerk express permission to hold and
use their email addresses.
Voneus had brought Wireless Broadband to some of Priddy, and there
was a wifi telephone option from Voange. Gigaclear hjad been awarded
the Connecting Devon and Somerset contract for the area and was
working to improve services.
The Chairman then mentioned the topics for consideration by the meeting
and there was immediate discussion of the following , two topics:
Affordable Housing: Advice had been received from Mendip District
Council and one company had expressed an interest in identifying and
developing a site. Nina Richards, Affordable Housing Officer at Mendip
District Council, had confirmed that the district council would appraise sites
before the formal planning procedure was started.
Townsend Pool: This area had been suggested for improvement as
the current scrub filled depression was not pleasing at an entry to the
village. Options such as puddling or lining the pool were being considered,
though it was noted that there was no obvious source to feed the pool. It
was wondered whether the kerbing on the roadside had stopped water
from reaching the Pool. It was thought a good idea to clear the selfseeded sycamores.
4b.

Other Reports
Reports from Mendip Community Orchestra, Monday Club, Priddy Cricket
Club, Priddy Friendly Society, Priddy Folk Festival, Priddy Bowls Club,
Priddy Line Dance Group, Priddy History Group, Priddy School, Priddy Pre
-School, Priddy Village Hall and Priddy Singers had been reproduced in a
small booklet. There were various displays in the Hall.

5

Items for Discussion
As well as inviting suggestions from the floor, the Chairman invited people
to put suggestions under each of the headings on the sheets provided in
the Hall during the refreshments that would follow the meeting. Comments
would also be welcome in the form of emails to the Parish Clerk.
How to Spend £22,000
The Chairman reminded the meeting that the sum in question was the
consideration against the granting of an additional easement over the
Village Green. The Parish Council was minded to use the sum for a
significant project rather than ordinary, revenue expenditure.
The Clerk had received an email suggesting that the money could be used
for traffic calming or road safety measures. Suggestions from the floor
were: more works in Dark Lane, a children’s play area (it was noted that
there were bodies which would make grants to cover these costs),
information boards for Priddy Pool, outdoor fitness trail and a Youth Club.
In connection with the final suggestion, it was noted that there had been a
Youth Club in the past but that it had been wound up due to a lack of
numbers participating. The Bus Shelter had been the result of the latest
consultation with young people in the village. It was thought that it might
be opportune to canvass opinion again. It was also suggested that the

5a.
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5b.

5c.
5d.
6.

funds could be used to buy land for affordable housing; this would have
the additional benefit of producing investment income for the Parish
Council.
Protecting Top Green
Cllr Oren drew attention to the fact that the Top (Village) Green was used
for car parking by the schools, for church services (weddings and
funerals) and events at the Village Hall. The damage caused by the
parking meant that the Green could not be mowed. The Parish Council
had discussed plastic gridding which would maintain the form of the
Green but would prevent the creation of ruts and other damage. The cost
of the gridding was £10 to £11 per square metre and it was thought that
the high traffic areas extended to 500 square metres.
A discussion then ensued during which alteration to the surface of a
registered village green figured largely. It was reported that the Parish
Council had consulted the Open Spaces Society who had advised that
driving on the Green fifteen yards off the highway was legally permitted.
There was a concern that the use of gridding would alter the surface and
be detrimental to the recreational use and the enjoyment of the benefit of
the Green. Others felt that protection of the Green against further
damage to its surface was paramount and that recreational use and
benefit needed to be interpreted in a wider sense. It was stated by some
that the damage was only seasonal and that the Green would recover
during summer months but this view was challenged in that others felt that
the Green was not recovering year on year.
The Chairman said that the matter was continually being raised by the
community and there seemed to be support for doing something to
improve the situation. The needs of parents and those with limited
mobility to have accessible parking were raised.
The meeting was reminded that the Village Green was protected by acts
of parliament. There was a danger that any solution which was
permanent would become de facto a car park.
Referring to the suggestion that the damage was only seasonal, the
Chairman asked if people could consider temporary, removable solutions
which could be put in place during the winter months.
It was felt that the opinion of a solicitor and Defra should be sought in
addition to the opinion which had been offered by the Open Space
Society.
Restoring Townsend Pool
This topic had been covered in the Chairman’s report from the Parish
Council.
Affordable Housing
This had been covered in the Chairman’s report from the Parish Council
Any Other Business
No other business had been notified.

The meeting closed at 19:50 and was followed by refreshments.
William Newton Newey, 25th May, 2018
parish.clerk@priddyparish.org
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Parish Council
Alan Butcher took over as Parish Council chairman in October
2018 after Kate Greet left the village for the sunny climes of
Cornwall. Thanks to Kate for her seven and a half years on the
Parish Council and her three and a half years as chairman.
The Parish Council necessarily spends time working to protect the
village greens and their environment. During the year a section of
green outside Manor Farm was kerbed and a new drainage outlet
into Priddy Green Sink formed. This work has protected the green
from erosion on that corner and acted as a bit of traffic calming
preventing vehicles running onto the green to pass at speed.
A trial section of matting was laid on the Top Green where
damage and erosion occurs by vehicles going to the school and
attending events at the village hall and church. Car parking
around the greens continues to be a problem and the Parish
Council are conscious that the re-opening of the New Inn will
exacerbate the situation. There are areas of gravel where
vehicles park but an increase in visitors is likely to mean that the
green itself will come under pressure. To that end, the Parish
Council is in the process of erecting an information board about
parking around the greens as well as giving a brief history of the
area, the sheep fair and other information. The board will be
positioned next to the gravel area in front of the New Inn.
The greens and surrounding areas have been kept in excellent
condition during the year by Robin Maine and Cole Major, our
thanks to them for all their work.
The Parish Council continues to maintain a policy of resisting
developments around the village greens which will have an
impact on the greens and the views therefrom. A number of
planning applications concerning the proposed dwelling adjoining
New House were received during the year with the council making
its views and policy known to the planners. Additionally, two
applications concerning the Old New Inn have been discussed,
one dealing with alterations to the original permission and one
concerning car parking and an ancillary building to the rear of the
property. The council and residents objected to the latter
Agenda, 2018 Minutes and Reports from Organisations
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application which was refused by planners but has now become
the subject of an appeal. Councillors acknowledged a request from
the applicant to discuss matters concerning the Old New Inn but,
ultimately, despite offering several dates, no meeting took place. In
total the Parish Council responded to 26 planning applications
during the year.
The council continues with a programme of refurbishment of parish
fingerpost signs when budgets allow and so far the signs at
Nordrach and Nine Barrows Lane have been done with the
damaged sign on the Cheddar Road for Bristol Plain next on the
list. Thanks to Ben Selway for his excellent work in maintaining
these iconic signs, so much a part of our parish.
Thanks to Barry Wilkinson and the AONB for their work on
Townsend Pool which has been cleared with further works planned
to improve the area. Less successful have been efforts to
introduce white lining along parts of Pelting Drove to act as traffic
calming. Somerset County Council have been adamant that these
lines could not be painted despite the Parish Council agreeing to
pay the cost.
Fly tipping remains a problem throughout the Parish thanks to
everyone who reports it or collects it for disposal and especially
Barry Paine for his expertise in burnt out car removal.
During the year the council welcomed Mark Gratton as Parish
Paths Liaison Officer. Problems with Eastwater Drove and
especially Dursdon Drove have been reported by residents and the
council has been in contact with Somerset Rights of Way about
their obligations in dealing with damage to the surface of these byways caused by excessive use by off road vehicles. The council
will continue to support the residents and take what actions it can
to resolve these problems. The continuing problems caused by off
road vehicles in the parish are a matter of continuing concern and
were particularly prevalent during the heavy snow which fell on the
parish in early February.
Winter snow and ice became a cause for concern in autumn 2018
when Somerset County Council advised that they were no longer
going to grit and salt roads through the village and in the wider
parish. This was partially reversed and some grit and salt provided
but the Parish Council now has to provide out of its own resources
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any salt or grit required in the parish.
Other matters dealt with during the year included broadband
provision, HGV’s using smaller parish roads and continuing
discussion about the provision of affordable housing in the parish.
The Implements sale and craft fair continues to expand and an
events committee was set up to deal with the Parish Council
responsibilities connected with the event. Thanks to Chris Dyke
and all those involved for making this such a successful event.
Thanks should also go a our Somerset and Mendip District
councillors, Mike Pullin and Tom Killen for their reports on county
and district matters during the year. Thanks also to our Clerk,
William for all his efforts in maintaining a smooth and efficient
Parish Council
Finally, thanks to retiring councillors Barry Wilkinson, Giled Oren
and Robin Maine for their work during the year and to anyone else
I’ve missed or failed to mention and to the community for their
help, support and helpful criticism during the year.
Alan Butcher
Chairman of Priddy Parish Council
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Monday Club
Monday Club meets on the first Monday of the month, 2pm at
Priddy Village Hall, and continues to thrive with around 30
members. Visitors are most welcome.
Monday Club is a opportunity for villagers to catch up over a cup of
tea and home made goodies.
The last 12 months have been action packed with Speakers and
visits. A huge thank you to the folk festival for their continued
financial support towards our speakers.
Margaret Coles spoke about animals and birds used in WW1 and
the animal charity she was fund raising for. In October we were
treated to a make up and how to dress to impress session by the
fabulous Tim Mayo, one of the best Pantomime Dames. We also
brought in our favourite kitchen tools and told the stories around
them, the bean slicer, vegetable peeler and spoon being the top
three items. This year we watched the Bridgewater Carnival from
the comfort of the village hall! John Barkle took us through his
early life growing up in a village shop entertaining us with how life
was in the olden times, and were entertained last month by Sally
Harris and Marie Antionette's guide to Farming! As she said we
would learn nothing about Marie Antoinette or farming, but we
learnt so much about Sally and her family, the afternoon was filled
with laughter and tears.
In June 2018 we visited the Dunster Castle, we were so lucky with
the weather, enjoying the gardens and the tours inside. Then
rather than afternoon tea in September, we enjoyed lunch of fish
and chips at The Salt and Malt, Chew Valley Lake. In December
we enjoyed a truly festive Christmas meal at The Waldegrave,
Chewton Mendip where we were very well looked after.
Mandy Hutfield
Chairman of Monday Club
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Cricket Club

Priddy Cricket Club had its usual fare of fixtures against clubs in
the Somerset levels and Chew Valley including Axbridge, Blagdon,
Compton Dando and Wookey Hole in 2018 As always, we
experienced triumph and disaster throughout the season but
ended up winning more than we lost.

Some destructive batting from Steve Priscott and tight bowling
from Luke Sparkes-Brown the standouts. The exceptional 2018
weather helped with our languorous style of play
2018 was also the final year for our beloved and sorely missed
captain/ leader/ legend Mike Brown, who has now moved to
Cornwall. Mike was one of the founder members of the club and
handed over a treasure trove of stats, scorecards and photos
before departing.
The season finished with a riotous fixture on the village green
against a Queen Victoria side who excelled in some lusty batting
and boozing over a warm September afternoon.
New members of any standard always welcome - please call
Daniel Flury on 01749 678875 for details.
Daniel Flury

16

Priddy Annual Parish Meeting 2019

Folk Festival
Priddy Folk Festival is now in its 28th year. Its is a popular and
respected fixture on the festival circuit. All money raised is donated
to the causes of promoting music and the arts and improving the
environs of Priddy, but always prioritising the school recognising its
roots as a PTA fund raiser. We are particularly proud of our “Priddy
Rising” work with The Blue School and the National Centre for Folk
Arts at Halsway Manor. This encourage young people to create
and perform music and gives them a professional platform to
experience what playing a live concert feels like.
The festival is delivered by a hard working and dedicated team of
volunteers whos reward is making a fabulous event that can be
safely enjoyed. We also try to make a point of having some fun
ourselves whilst we do it! We are always keen to hear from anyone
who wants to join this team!
Last year was one of the hottest festivals we have ever
experienced. It also coincided with the England world cup quarter
final match. So we raised less than in some previous years, we
also had the highest level of requests we have ever received:

£4,500 went to The Priddy School

Another £5,000 went to various village organisations
including the PTA, Pre-School, the church, Monday Club,
Local History Group, supporting a Priddy archaeology dig
and supporting the growing Priddy Community choir, the
Priddy Singers.

£1200 went to Blue School pupils for music development
access to Halsway Manor
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Last year we introduced the innovation of water taps on the green
and in the traders field to allow people to refill their water bottles
and banned the sale of plastic water bottles. This was a
tremendous success and considerably reduced the waste impact
of the festival! We have also started the process to make Priddy
Folk Festival a charity in its own right
The festival is held in the second weekend in July. This year’s
festival
is
12-14th
July.
Tickets
available
from
www.priddyfolk.org or half price locals tickets available (check if
you qualify with Lesley houltonlesley@gmail.com 01749 870902).
Hope to see you there

Dean Collier
Chair Priddy Folk Festival
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History Group

Priddy history group meetings are held on the second Thursday of
the month at 7.30.
The group continues with a healthy membership, and visitors are
always welcome.
Grateful thanks to the Folk Festival for their continued financial
support for speakers, research tools and outings.
Our 2018 speakers included:

Daniel Charlmers Swann, who gave us a rare insight into the
Axe, a million year old tool, and showed us how to make rope
out of fresh nettles used to secure the axe head into the
wood.

Dr Jodie Lewis updated us on her previous dig, and plans for
the forthcoming excavations.

Ian Jennings gave a very interesting presentation on the
restoration of the bells in the church and purchase of
additional bells.

We had a film show of Priddy photographs from 100 years
ago, then celebrated the end of WW1 on Saturday 10th of
November in the Village Hall with a marvellous supper
enjoyed by young and old.

In December we rounded off the year with cheese and wine,
and a Presentation of Henry John Payne of St Cuthberts
Farm by David Payne.
Membership to ancestry can be accessed by all members, and
continue to aid research on our current projects.
Members are currently planning a celebration to mark the 70th
birthday of the village hall on Saturday 26th of October in the
Village Hall And, we are looking forward to hearing about Dr. Jodie
Lewis and her plans for this year.
Mandy Hutfield
Chair Priddy History Group
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School
At present we have 42 children on roll and are enjoying our
collaboration with the 50 children at St Lawrence’s.
We are very proud of our place in this beautiful rural community
and are extremely thankful for the use of the playing field for our
playtimes; outdoor activities and numerous sporting clubs and
events.
Similarly, we make full use of the village hall for lunches; creative
arts activities and PE and the church for our services and
celebrations.
We have restructured the Federation with Priddy as a KS2 Centre
of Excellence for children from 7-11 years old and St Lawrence’s
as a KS1 Centre of Excellence for children from 4-7 years old. The
children are transported by minibus to and from their learning
environment. Children benefit greatly from being taught in single
Key stage groups.
Priddy Pre-School has amalgamated with Easton pre-school to
form Saplings, which is based at St Lawrence’s. We share facilities
and resources, including the minibus so that the children can utilize
the Priddy outdoor areas, our forest school site and collaborate
with our Reception class at St Lawrence’s. Saplings provide a
breakfast club, based at Priddy Village Hall.
Our creative curriculum engages with artists and experts from the
local community to work with the children. The children have
performed in the Somerset/Lions Musical Spectacular and we will
be performing songs and dance at the Folk Festival. Our
Christmas and end of year performance complete with stage lights,
set and smoke machine are always amazing!
The Federation minibus has enabled us to explore a wide variety
of locations in Forest school & Outdoor Education. Our sessions
are carefully developed to complement the curriculum and enable
the children to experience the diverse environment around us from
the Mendips to the Somerset Levels. We have also developed our
own forest school site at Ebborways.
Rosie Thorner
Head Teacher
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Village Hall
This last year has been a good year for the hall through the dedicated support of its committee members, thank you all.
I’m pleased to advise that Ian Jennings (Treasurer) and Mandy
Hutfield (Facilities Manager) have joined the Village Hall Trustees.
Therefore the defined Village Hall Trustees are:
Chairman
Alan Hutfield
Secretary
TBA
Treasurer
Ian Jennings
Bookings Secretary
Chris Dyke
Facility Manager
Mandy Hutfield
Maintenance
TBA
Marketing
Lesley Houlton
Bookings for both village and non-village organisations have reduced slightly due to Pre-School relocating to Westbury though
this loss is partially covered by the new group Saplings.
Investment within the hall has been high this year with the new installation of Audio Visual equipment, improving the capability for
lectures/presentations, the showing of films and audio requirements. The stage has been re-carpeted and the walls freshened
up with a coat of paint, the stage wall now being more of a feature
wall.
We have a vacancy for a secretary and a maintenance trustee so
should you be interested in either of these positions please contact
us.
We remain financially secure and have a reasonable bank balance.
The future of the hall looks good and that is due to the efforts of all
of you that continue to support and use the facilities, warmest
thanks to you all.
Alan Hutfield
Chairman of Priddy Village Hall Committee
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Bowls Club
Priddy Bowls club is a partner to Monday Club and Meets on
Monday afternoons at 2pm in the village hall, except the first
Monday of the month.
The club is supported by a core of keen bowlers, visitors are most
welcome.
Mandy Hutfield

Mendip Orchestra
The Mendip Orchestra meets alternate Fridays at 7.30 in the
village hall supported by local musicians, playing a wide range of
music from the 1500's to present day. New players are very
welcome.
Some of our members recently played at St Davids Hall, Cardiff, in
a scratch orchestra event, raising money for Cancer Research, the
total now is over £80,000!
Mandy Hutfield
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William Newton Newey
Parish Clerk
Priddy Parish Council
1 St Paul’s Terrace, Cheddar Road
Easton, Nr Wells BA5 1DX
Parish.clerk@priddyparish.org
Www.priddyparish.org
Tel: 01749 870226

